The Wheel of Life and Arahatship    18 r

put the whole of the higher Buddhism into two lect-
ures, I am precluded from dealing at any length
with any of the above thirty-seven details. I am
painfully aware how uninteresting such bare lists are
apt to be, when the full meaning implied by the
pregnant terms enumerated is not completely brought,
out and illustrated by examples drawn from similar
systems in the West. But I have endeavoured, so
far as in me lies, to bring out, in what I have already
said, the essential points of the deeper view of life
which lies behind all Buddhism ; and I can only ven-
ture to trouble you now with a few general remarks
on this system of ethical discipline.

And first I would observe that the whole system
is based on intellectual activity. It is no doubt often
related in the Buddhist books, and must often have
happened, that an eloquent address on the imper-
manence of all things, on the delusions of self, on the
vanity of earthly things (wealth, power, and renown),
will have led to the conversion of some hearer whose
personal experience had prepared him for the recep-
tion of the truth. But though, in that way, a hearer
may, in the eloquent words of the passage I have
read you from the Milinda, have leaped forward
along the way and arrived by a sudden flash of in-
sight at some, even advanced, stage of the Noble
Path ; still it was required of him to keep up a con-